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Budget Cuts Threaten Vital Services for Poor and Abused Children

No child should have to grow up in a home filled with poverty, neglect, or abuse. That’s why
Washington State provides a variety of foster care, counseling, and medical services for at-risk
children and families. With offices in communities across the state, case workers are able to
identify families’ needs, develop support plans, and assure the safety and health of children.
These services help reduce the risk of abuse, find safe alternatives to foster homes, and
provide safety and stability for children in care.

The impact of the recession

The deep recession threatens many of the reforms and improvements made to children’s
services in recent years. Decreased revenue due to the economic downturn, combined with
last year’s all-cuts budget, led to the reduction or elimination of many of these vital programs,
some of which were already lagging behind national averages. For example, Behavioral
Rehabilitative Services, which provides therapeutic foster care for children who have
struggled in previous foster homes, would see a 7 percent budget cut in 2010 on top of a 14
percent cut last year. These reductions come despite the fact that Washington already
provides this type of intensive therapy to less than half as many foster children as other
states.

The recession has put even greater pressure on children in Washington as more families than

ever struggle with unemployment, poverty, and homelessness. Deeper cuts to these critical
programs will leave permanent scars on a generation of children in Washington.

What we stand to lose in 2010

Gov. Gregoire’s proposed supplemental budget includes more than $40 million in egregious
cuts to children’s programs. These cuts would account for less than 2% of the overall budget
deficit, yet would leave thousands of children and families without critical services. In
addition, the short-term savings from cuts in family counseling and preventive programs
would likely put a greater burden on foster care and other social services in the future.




The funding cuts for children’s services in Gov. Gregoire’s 2010 budget proposal include:

Crisis Family Intervention (eliminated) $2.949 million
Family Preservation Services (50% cut) $5.892 million
Public Health Nurses (25% cut) $1.425 million
Medicaid Treatment Child Care (50% cut) $3.174 million
Behavioral Rehabilitative Services (10% cut) $6.462 million
Comprehensive Assessment Program (eliminated) $1.200 million
Foster Care Assessment Program (eliminated) $1.132 million
Educational Advocacy Program (eliminated) $1.491 million

There is a better way forward!

We can uphold our fundamental responsibilities to our children by taking a more balanced
and humane approach to the budget by doing the following:

1 Protect our economic future by preventing further erosion of the things that
residents value so much about our state: quality schools, affordable health care, a
safety net for the most vulnerable, affordable housing, public safety, and a clean
environment.

1 Adopt a balanced approach to closing the current budget shortfall that includes
closing unfair tax loopholes and identifying new revenue sources to stabilize the
funding for these programs in the short and long term.

Finding revenue to support the next generation of Washingtonians is consistent with our
values and essential to our future prosperity.
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